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On that day the pain recurred. The conjunctiva and skin became yellow, and as this continued, and the pain came on at times with great intensity, he applied for admission to the Infirmary.
State on Admission.?He was a little man of slight build, and markedly jaundiced. The tongue was clean, the appetite good, bowels loose, and the fasces sometimes pale, sometimes of natural or of dark colour. The liver was of normal size, and there was no marked tenderness on pressure excepting over the right hypochondrium. The heart and lungs were natural; as were also the skin, but for the jaundice; the urine, but for the bile which it contained ; and the nervous system, but for the pain.
The diagnosis was gall-stone. The treatment was by means of hot poultices and opium.
On the morning of the 19th, the pain was very severe, the pulse small, and so rapid that it could not be counted. The It will be observed that in some of these cases we have no explanation of the mode of origin of the suppuration, although it is probable that in all there was irritation from retention of bile. In the case under consideration, I think it cannot be doubted that this was the cause of the suppuration, and the series of morbid processes appears to me to have been the following:?In consequence of the dilatation of the bile-ducts, the secretion accumulated in the cavities and became inspissated ; portions of this material becoming detached and passing through the hepatic duct or the ductus communis choledochus, produced the symptoms of gall-stone, from which he suffered at the time of admission to the Infirmary. Lead- ing to obstruction at the outlet, this further favoured the accumulation of the bile; in consequence of this, irritation was induced, and suppuration, at first confined to the walls of the ducts, but afterwards extending to the neighbouring tissues. Thus, abscesses were formed 5 thrombosis of neighbouring veins naturally succeeded, and fragments of the clot, being carried off from the hepatic veins, became impacted in branches of the pulmonary arteries, and led to the secondary abscesses of the lungs.
